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October 11, 2019 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  City Council Meeting, 10/14, 7:00 PM 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager, Natalie Dean reports that all 10 Neighborhood Enhancement Grant 

(NEP) projects have been approved through MSHDA.  The porch on Henry Street is almost 

done, three driveways were paved this week, and another porch project kicks off today on 

Grove Street.  All work is on schedule to be completed before the end of the year, and 

hopefully before bad weather hits.    

           

         303 Grove before  

The list of grantees for the NEP grant are: 

 

303 Grove After 

308 Henry (porch)   301 2nd (porch/door)  409 1st (window/porch)   

307 Lincoln (Handicap ramp)  403 3rd (paving/landscape) 303 Grove (paving/porch) 

408 New York (windows/gutter)  331 Pokagon (paving/door) 419 Maple (paving/door) 

208 New York (porch) 



 

Elks Trail: Valbridge Property Advisors are on-site today at the Elks to gather the information 

they need to prepare the appraisal report for Elks’ Trail.   We are excited to get the final 

appraisal to the Elks for approval so we can finish up the MDNR property acquisition grant. 

 

Code Enforcement Official Steve Allen reports on the week’s overall enforcement. 

This week’s code enforcement activities included:  

 

Overall enforcement 

This week’s code enforcement activities included: 23 inspections 

Blight, new violations = 6 

 Blight violations closed = 1 

           Blight violations re-inspected still open = 1 

           Abandon auto re-inspect (still open) = 4 

           Abandon auto closed = 3 

           EPM re-inspection still open = 5 

           EPM, new violations = 1 

           Zoning permit inspections = 1 

           Parking violations closed = 1 

           

Highlight Cases 
 

1.  Code Enforcement Officer was notified by the city’s Civil Engineering Technician that 

a pit located at the rear of the ICG building was unlocked. After review of the 

complaint it was determine that the pit should be immediately secured for safety 

reasons. At the time a city lock was attached to the existing hasp. 

 

2. While performing an exterior inspection of 407 E. Division St. it was noticed that a 

window located on the first floor at the rear of the building was open and one window 

was broken. An emergency board-up was issued and the broken window was boarded 

and the open window was closed. 

 

3. An access hatch located on the roof was also open at 407 E. Division St. the hatch was 

closed and the screws reinstalled. 

 

            

Department of Public Service Director, Chad 

Tyrakowski reports on projects across the City.   

Repair-related lawn restorations and sidewalks have 

been completed.  A tree was planted in the bed in front 

of D&R Sports.  The last of the fence sections have 

been installed at the main entrance to Riverside 

Cemetery.  And, the crew inspected the sewer, installed 

a clean-out, and assisted with trouble 

shooting/compacting the drive on 3rd Ave.  

A bid opening was held for the demolition of the house 

at 105 Jay St.  Cross Excavating will be performing the 

demolition; and, utility services are in the process of 

being disconnected.   

Crews are in the process of cleaning city lift-stations, 

and also assisted SLAUA and MDOT with marking and 



visually locating the sewer forced main struck last week, to prevent a repeat.  The electric crew 

completed the pole and line upgrade on McPhil, and attended safety training this morning. 

City staff attended harassment training.  Wightman was 

in to work on the CCWS Reliability Study, and also the CCWS 

and City Asset Management Plan revisions.  Tantalus and was 

in to present and explain their proposal for remote 

read/disconnect meters.  Donohue Engineering was in to 

present literature regarding their available services.  And, Mitch 

attended the SLAUA board meeting. 

 

Schuur Park continues to take shape.  More concrete poured, 

fencing and railing going up, and concrete removed/forms 

placed for the new approach, which we shifted to reduce 

driving over the lift-station/electric box/manhole, and also 

improve entering/exiting flow.  While excavating, an old water 

valve pit was found, still energized.  Our crew removed the pit, 

located, repaired, and plugged the valve for potential future use.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy fun, free, family, fall festival, downtown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sincerely, 

 

     

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


